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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to Application # 09/965,878, filed on September 28, 
2001 . Claims 1-20 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claim 1-4, and 6-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Amarnath R. Arsikere US Patent No. (6,424,653) referred to hereinafter as Arsikere. 

As per claim 1, Arsikere teaches a method for communication within a network, 
said method comprising the steps of: transmitting a data packet as a broadcast signal 
from a first application node of a first subnetwork to a first gateway node of the first 
subnetwork (see col. 5 lines 14-21, broadcasting protocols are use to send packets of 
information to multiple nodes within a network); 

transmitting the data packet as a point-to-point signal from the first gateway node 
to a second gateway node of a second subnetwork (see col. 5 lines 22-25, point-to-point 
protocol is used to send packets of information nodes to MU's 112-120 and terminal 
server i.e. to a subnetwork); and 

transmitting the data packet as a broadcast signal from the second gateway node 
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of the second subnetwork to at least one application node of the second subnetwork 
(see col.5 lines 14-21, broadcasting protocols are use to send packets of information to 
multiple nodes within a network). 

As per claim 2, Arsikere teaches a method as set forth in claim 1 further 
comprising the steps of: transmitting another data packet as a broadcast signal from the 
at least one application node of the second subnetwork to the second gateway node of 
the second subnetwork (see col.5 lines 14-21, broadcasting protocols are use to send 
packets of information to multiple nodes within a network); 

transmitting the other data packet as a point-to-point signal from the second 
gateway node to the first gateway node of the first subnetwork (see col.5 lines 22-25, 
point-to-point protocol is used to send packets of information nodes to Mil's 112-120 
and terminal server i.e. to a subnetwork); and 

transmitting the data packet as a broadcast signal from the first gateway node of 
the first subnetwork to the first application node of the first subnetwork (see col.5 lines 
14-21, broadcasting protocols are use to send packets of information to multiple nodes 
within a network). 

As per claim 3, Arsikere teaches a method as set forth in claim 1 wherein said 
transmitting the data packet as a point-to-point signal is conducted across an 
undedicated communication network (see col. 7 lines 17-20, the data packet are 
transmitted as a point-to-point signal across a TCP/internet protocol i.e. undedicated 
communication network which is defined as the internet in the preceding claim). 
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As per claim 4, Arsikere teaches a method as set forth in claim 3 wherein the 
undedicated communication network is the Internet (see col. 7 lines 17-20, the data 
packet are transmitted as a point-to-point signal across a TCP/internet protocol i.e. 
undedicated communication network which is defined as the internet in the preceding 
claim). 

As per claim 6, Arsikere teaches a method as set forth in claim 1 wherein the 
broadcast signals each comprise an Ethernet Protocol Data Unit (see col. 7 lines 15-17, 
20-24, the broadcast network uses Ethernet protocol to transmit packets). 

As per claim 7, Arsikere teaches a method as set forth in claim 1 wherein the 
point-to-point signal includes an IP address (see col. 8 lines 53-56, the signal provided to 
the point-to-point protocol includes an IP address). 

As per claim 8, Arsikere teaches a method as set forth in claim 1 further including 
the step of transmitting the data packet as a broadcast signal to a second application 
node of the first subnetwork (see col. 5 lines 14-21, broadcasting protocols are use to 
send packets of information to multiple nodes within a network). 

As per claim 9, Arsikere teaches a system for simulating a war game, said 
system comprising: a first device for transmitting a data packet as a broadcast signal 
from a first application node of a first subnetwork to a first gateway node of the first 
subnetwork (see col. 5 lines 14-21, broadcasting protocols are use to send packets of 
information to multiple nodes within a network); 

a second device for transmitting the data packet as a point-to-point signal from 
the first gateway node to a second gateway node of a second subnetwork (see col. 5 
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lines 22-25, point-to-point protocol is used to send packets of information nodes to MU's 
1 12-120 and terminal server i.e. to a subnetwork); and 

a third device for transmitting the data packet as a broadcast signal from the 
second gateway node of the second subnetwork to at least one application node of the 
second subnetwork (see col. 5 lines 14-21, broadcasting protocols are use to send 
packets of information to multiple nodes within a network). 

As per claim 10, Arsikere teaches a system as set forth in claim 9 wherein said 
third device transmits another data packet as a broadcast signal from the at least one 
application node of the second subnetwork to the second gateway node of the second 
subnetwork (see col. 5 lines 14-21, broadcasting protocols are use to send packets of 
information to multiple nodes within a network); said 

second device transmits the other data packet as a point-to-point signal from the 
second gateway node to the first gateway node of the first subnetwork (see col. 5 lines 
22-25, point-to-point protocol is used to send packets of information nodes to MU's 112- 
120 and terminal server i.e. to a subnetwork); and said 

third device transmits the data packet as a broadcast signal from the first 
gateway node of the first subnetwork to the first application node of the first subnetwork 
(see col. 5 lines 14-21, broadcasting protocols are use to send packets of information to 
multiple nodes within a network). 

As per claim 1 1 , Arsikere teaches a system as set forth in claim 9 wherein said 
first device is a computer (see col.5 line 22, first device is a computer). 
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As per claim 12, Arsikere teaches a system as set forth in claim 11 wherein the 
first gateway node converts the data packet from the broadcast signal to the point-to- 
point signal by adding an IP address to the broadcast signal (see col. 2 lines 21-27). 

As per claim 13, Arsikere teaches a system as set forth in claim 9 wherein said 
third means is a computer (see col. 5 line 22, first device is a computer). 

As per claim 14, Arsikere teaches a system as set forth in claim 9 wherein said 
second means is an undedicated intranet (an Intranet as defined by the dictionary is a 
network base on TCP/IP protocols i.e. an internet, see col.7 lines 17-20, the data packet 
are transmitted as a point-to-point signal across a TCP/internet protocol i.e. undedicated 
Intranet). 

As per claim 15, Arsikere teaches a system as set forth in claim 9 wherein said 
first device transmits the data packet as a broadcast signal form the first application 
node to a second application node of the first subnetwork (see col. 5 lines 14-21, 
broadcasting protocols are use to send packets of information to multiple nodes within a 
network). 

As per claim 16, Arsikere teaches an apparatus for simulating a war game, said 
apparatus comprising: a first means for transmitting a data packet as a broadcast signal 
from a first application node of a first subnetwork to a first gateway node of the first 
subnetwork (see col. 5 lines 14-21, broadcasting protocols are use to send packets of 
information to multiple nodes within a network); 

a second means for transmitting the data packet as a point-to-point signal from 
the first gateway node to a second gateway node of a second subnetwork (see col. 5 
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lines 22-25, point-to-point protocol is used to send packets of information nodes to MlTs 
1 12-120 and terminal server i.e. to a subnetwork); and 

a third means for transmitting the data packet as a broadcast signal from the 
second gateway node of the second subnetwork to at least one application node of the 
second subnetwork (see col. 5 lines 14-21, broadcasting protocols are use to send 
packets of information to multiple nodes within a network). 

As per claim 17, Arsikere teaches an apparatus as set forth in claim 16 wherein 
said third means transmits another data packet as a broadcast signal from the at least 
one application node of the second subnetwork to the second gateway node of the 
second subnetwork (see col. 5 lines 14-21, broadcasting protocols are use to send 
packets of information to multiple nodes within a network); said 

second means transmits the other data packet as a point-to-point signal from the 
second gateway node to the first gateway node of the first subnetwork (see col. 5 lines 
22-25, point-to-point protocol is used to send packets of information nodes to MU's 112- 
120 and terminal server i.e. to a subnetwork); and said 

third means transmits the data packet as a broadcast signal from the first 
gateway node of the first subnetwork to the first application node of the first subnetwork 
(see col. 5 lines 14-21, broadcasting protocols are use to send packets of information to 
multiple nodes within a network). 

As per claim 18, Arsikere teaches a computer program product for 
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communicating within a network, said product comprising: a first subnetwork having a 
first application node and a first gateway node (see col. 7 lines 53-55, where a TSC is an 
application gateway node and a LAN is a network); and a 

second subnetwork having a second application node and a second gateway 
node, said first application node transmitting a data packet as a broadcast signal to said 
first gateway node of said first subnetwork (see col. 5 lines 14-21, broadcasting 
protocols are use to send packets of information to multiple nodes within a network); 
said 

first gateway node transmitting said data packet as a point-to-point signal from 
said first gateway node to said second gateway node of said second subnetwork (see 
col. 5 lines 22-25, point-to-point protocol is used to send packets of information nodes to 
MU's 112-120 and terminal server i.e. to a subnetwork), said second gateway node 
transmitting said data packet as a broadcast signal from said second gateway node of 
said second subnetwork to said second application node of said second subnetwork 
(see col. 5 lines 14-21, broadcasting protocols are use to send packets of information to 
multiple nodes within a network). 

As per claim 19, Arsikere teaches a computer program product as set forth in 
claim 18 wherein said second application node transmits another data packet as a 
broadcast signal to said second gateway node, said second gateway node transmits 
said other data packet as a point-to-point signal to said first gateway node (see col. 5 
lines 22-25, point-to-point protocol is used to send packets of information nodes to MU's 
1 12-120 and terminal server i.e. to a subnetwork), and said first gateway node transmits 
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said other data packet as a broadcast signal to said first and second application nodes 
(see col. 5 lines 14-21, broadcasting protocols are use to send packets of information to 
multiple nodes within a network). 

20. The computer program product as set forth in claim 18 wherein said first application 
node transmits said data packet as a broadcast signal to another application node of 
said first subnetwork simultaneously to the transmission of said data packet to said first 
gateway node (see col. 5 lines 14-21, broadcasting protocols are use to send packets of 
information to multiple nodes within a network). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Aviv 

Tzidon US Patent No. (6,127,946) referred to hereinafter as Tzidon. 

Arsikere discloses all the claimed limitations as applied in claim 1 above. 

As per claim 5, Arsikere does not expressly teach a method to simulate war 

games between two remote geographical sites. 

However Tzidon discloses simulating war games (see col.1 lines 10-19) also the 

drawing shows a schematic depiction of a naval maneuvers i.e. geographical site (see 

col. 2 lines 40-45). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 

art at the time the invention was made to combine the teaching of Tzidon limitations of 
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simulating war games between geographical sites with Arsikere because it will enable 
participants to select among communications channels based on their instantaneous 
locations. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

■ Birdwell et al. US Patent No. (6,002,852) Method and system for confirming 
receipt of data opportunistically broadcast to client computer systems. 

■ Jorgensen US Patent No. (6,640,248) application-aware, quality of service 
(QOS) sensitive, media access control (MAC) layer. 

■ Jorgensen US Patent No. (6680,922) method for the recognition and operation of 
virtual private networks (VPNS) over a wireless point to multi-point (PTMP) 
Transmission system 

Communication 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mussa A Shaawat whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3785. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:30am to 
5:00pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jean R Homere can be reached on (571) 272-3780. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Mussa Shaawat 
Patent Examiner 
February 2, 2005 




JEAN Bfc'HPMERE 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



